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67th ANNUAL MEETING SUMMARY 

A short re-cap of the items covered at the Annual Meeting of the 

Membership of Chatcolab, Inc. would include the following: 

Chatcolab 2016 will be held June 11-17, 2016. While the full theme 

for next year’s lab has not been announced by the Board, it will be 
a continuation from last year’s “Lead – Play – Connect”. If you 

have an idea for the second half of the theme, please bring it or 

forward it to the Board at the Fall Board Meeting. 

 

You might remember that any member of the Corporation is 

welcome at the Fall Board Meeting. The meeting will be held in 

Moscow at Nel and Bob Carver’s home September 18th, 19th and 

the morning of the 20th. 

 

Our Chair Nel Carver announced that Chatcolab would like to 

receive funds for a one-year scholarship in Diana  Marsden’s name. 
Mark Patterson will serve as the contact for that opportunity though donations may be directed to 

our Treasurer, Bob Carver. There have been donations received, though the actual fund total is 

not available at this writing. 

 

Nel also announced the Members of the Board of Directors for 2015 to the Membership. Nel has 

served as Chair, Kryn Matlock as Vice Chair, Mike Early as Secretary, John Beasley, Alana Hastings, 

Sarah Tudor, Crystal “Kiba” Norlin, Hugo Taylor, BJ 
Kreiter as members with Bob Beasley as an 

alternate filling-in for Erika Thiel. The Chair 

identified those living Honorary Board Members, 

who are Jean Baringer, Terry Weber, Bill Headrick 

and Mike Early. She also explained that Honorary 

Board Members are also eligible to serve on the 

Board as regularly elected members. 

 

Mike Early awarded a hand-carved plaque to 

Robert “Beaz” Beasley, naming him an Honorary Board Member for his lifetime of work for 

Chatcolab. He was accorded a standing ovation for his work and for the honor accorded him, 

which was accorded him at the Fall 2014 Board Meeting (without his knowledge). No one leaked 

the fact he had been named an Honorary Board Member, either, so we managed to surprise him. 

That’s all the news that’s fit to print. 
Mike Early, Secretary, Chatcolab, Inc.  
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NEWS...Make A Splash, Create a Ripple...Faces of 2015 Chatcolab!  
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IN MEMORIUM - LITTLE BILL 

HEADRICK - CHATCOLAB 

HONORARY BOARD MEMBER - 

Thanks Bill!!! 
Willis Webster “Little Bill” Headrick went home to be with his 
Lord and Savior on July 30, 2015 at the age of 84.  He passed 
peacefully surrounded by his family at Willamette Falls 
Hospital in Oregon City.  Bill was born April 29, 1931 in Oregon 
City, Oregon.  He was the younger of two children born to John 
Robert Headrick and Dorothy Eva (Swallow) Headrick.   

He lived with his family in Lake Oswego, attending Lake 
Oswego Elementary school for first grade.  In 1938 his family 
moved into the Mt. Pleasant area of Oregon City where he 
lived until 1946, attending Mt. Pleasant Elementary School. 

Bill was active in 4-H in Clackamas County. He raised hogs 
and sheep on the family farm. Beginning in 1943 at age 12 he 
began attending Clackamas County 4-H Camp, the first such 
camp held in Oregon. It was there that he earned the name 
“Little Bill”.  There were two campers named Bill at camp, and 
he was the smaller of the two.  The name stuck as he 
continued the tradition of being at 4-H Camp for the next 
seventy years, missing only the two years that he was on 
active duty in the Navy. He held every position from camper to 
counselor to staff member to director - the only position he 
didn’t hold was that of cook, which the other attendees were 
glad of. He last attended camp for his 70th year just a week 
before he passed away. 

In 1946 the family moved to a farm in Beavercreek, Oregon. 
Bill attended Oregon City High School, where he played 
baseball, and wrestled, graduating in 1949. After graduation, 
he attended Oregon State University until he got the call to 
serve from Uncle Sam.  Bill enlisted in the Navy on January 4, 
1951, and served as a machinist mate on the USS Doyle 
DMS-34, a destroyer minesweeper. He saw duty in Korea, 
China, Kwajelein, and Guam until he was honorably 
discharged from the Navy on July 6, 1953.  Just ten days after 
returning home from the service, he married Margaret Clara 
Colegrove on July 19, 1953.   

He returned to college, and after three years and two children, 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in agriculture from Oregon 
State University in June of 1956.  He worked for the Oregon 
State Game Commission for a short time in Pendleton, then 
returned back to the family farm which he had purchased from 
his mother, where he lived until shortly before he passed. 

After he returned to Beavercreek, he worked at McLaren 
School for Boys in Woodburn, Oregon, and beginning on July 
1, 1960 he worked as a deputy sheriff for the Clackamas 
County Sheriff’s Office until he retired as a captain on Apr. 30, 
1993.  Bill was very active with the American Red Cross, 
teaching First Aid and CPR to many thousands of students for 
over 30 years. 

He served as a deacon and an elder at Lower Highland Bible 
Church in Beavercreek, and in later years attended Clackamas 
Bible Church.  His hobbies included fishing, fly-tying, and ice 
cream. When he retired, he bought a boat that he was very 
proud of. He was active in the Coast Guard Auxiliary, teaching 
boater safety, and served as flotilla commander in 1972.  He 
held an amateur radio license, KB7RIH, and enjoyed checking 
into the Northwest Traffic and Training Net. 

He is survived by his wife Margaret; his sister Amy Rose 
Shuey of Chemult, Oregon; and his 4 children, Charles Robert 
(Bob) Headrick of Corvallis, Oregon, Richard Michael Headrick 
of Clackamas, Oregon, Margaret Elizabeth (Ellie) Brandel of 
Milwaukie, Oregon, and John Edward Headrick of Milwaukie, 
Oregon. He is also survived by nine grandchildren, and one 
great-grandson. A memorial service was held at Clackamas 
Bible Church, 15655 SE Johnson Rd., Clackamas, OR 97015, 
on Saturday, August 8 at 3:00 PM. 

In lieu of flowers, the family would prefer a donation to 
Clackamas Bible Church at the above address, or the 
Clackamas County 4-H Camp program through the Clackamas 
County Extension Office at 200 Warner Milne Road, Oregon 
City, OR 97045 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1106564459368499&set=gm.591595914276093&type=1
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“Little Bill” Headrick Eulogy  
  by Mike Early, Molino, Oregon  

My first knowledge of Little Bill Headrick was at Camp Colton 

(Colton, Oregon) in 1963. He was then, as he always seemed 

to be, larger than life – especially to a 12-year-old first-time 

camper such as I. 

I can remember him standing up at the front of a dining room 

full of campers, announcing in a loud voice “Do you have that 
run-down feeling in the morning, like you’ve been run over by a 
truck? You should be eating a good healthy meal of oatmeal!” 

Then, years later (it must have been at least a whole five 

years!) I can remember Bill down in the old Rec Hall at Camp 

Heyburn on Lake Chatcolet during Chatcolab, dancing around 

with about 50 teenagers to the music of the day. At one point 

he got going and for all the world, he looked like Baloo, the 

bear from Walt Disney’s Jungle Book dancing. He was having 
a ball, and so were we. You couldn’t say there was a self-
conscious bone in his body. 

Bill’s children were at both Camp Colton and Chatcolab and 
though I was only a couple years older than his son Bob, we 

seemed to strike a chord in each other and enjoyed each 

other’s company. Then again, I think Bill had that knack with 
most everyone he met, so perhaps the chord I was hearing 

when I was around him was the sound of a good harmonizer, 

who could find the common elements with anyone, add his 

voice to them and make a good duet. At least that is the way 

he seemed to me. 

Many years later, about 1987, I got involved once again with 

Chatcolab. Little Bill was still attending, sitting out front of the 

main hall at Camp Roger Larson, tying flies and exchanging 

jokes with anyone that would sit down with him for a minute 

and telling good stories. His unfailing good humor and 

happiness at just being in the world was invigorating. He 

always had a smile and a friendly greeting for everyone he 

met. 

Still more years later, I can remember carrying Bill to 

Chatcolab. He always had his fly-tying gear and for many 

years, his oxygen concentrator and a cannula. He never 

complained about his health or his predicament and the 

limitations placed on him by getting older (and I know some of 

what he was facing, myself), though occasionally I could sense 

the frustration he felt when he couldn’t go do some of the 
things he had enjoyed for so many years. 

Bill’s achievements go far beyond what could be written-down 

on a dry old piece of paper. The interactions he had with so 

many people at Camp Colton, at Chatcolab, in his church, his 

community and even with those he dealt with at the county jail 

on the job would take a book of a thousand pages, printed in 

number 8 font to begin to enumerate. One of his most 

treasured achievements was when he was named an 

Honorary Board Member by the Chatcolab Board in 2000. That 

made him happy. 

The world will little know and soon forget most of us at our 

passing, as the living must “soldier on”. The best any of us can 
hope for in this world is for someone to remark that he was a 

good man who did the best he could while he was here. Bill 

Headrick was just such a man, and I am happy to have been 

able to call him “Friend”. Rest in Peace, my friend.  

We’ll see you in awhile... 
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TIME TO TRIBUTE... 
Kryn Matlock, Big Timber, Montana  

This past year Chatcolab has sadly lost two icons, 
Bill Hendrick and Diana David. I met Diana at the 
end of her camp attendance in June 2013. She was 
a force, to be reckoned with. The long-standing 
camp attendance of each of these remarkable 
individuals has no doubt touched and changed 
countless lives.  

Last summer one beloved long time camper, 
related a deeply touching story about how Diana 
insisted he accompany her to Chatcolab, when he 
was an at risk youth (many years in the past). He 
claimed that the unconditional love he received at 
camp saved and changed his life forever. The pay it 
forward mindset has been alive and well at 
Chatcolab since the very beginning and continues 
to move forward touching and changing lives. 

I would invite readers to make a future ChatChat 
submission from memories they wish to share 
about Bill or Diana. Remember to take the time to 
invite and bring friends and family to share in the 
upcoming June 11-17 2016 Chatcolab.  

If you are moved to send a tribute for Diana, Bill or 
other Chatcolab friend while supporting a cause 
they deeply believed in, here is your chance! Help 
make the Chatcolab experience available to future 
campers through a scholarship donation. Your 
contribution has the power to make beautiful, 
positive change in the world.   

Mail donation check with note 
of tribute to: Chatcolab in care 
of Bob Carver, 1668 Appaloosa 
Rd, Moscow ID 83843 | Thank 
You! 

 

 

BLIND FAITH...and OTHER 

THINGS CHATCOLAB INSPIRES! 
Val Duffy, Boise, Idaho  

It was truthfully a test of blind faith.  “Let’s put in a 
proposal to do a workshop at Chatcolab”, I said.  “it’ll 
be fun,” I said.  “Trust me,” I said.  Doug and Dan, 
two blind Veterans, have been giving presentations to 

third graders in the Treasure Valley on what blindness 

is, what it is not, and how technology and low tech 

devices help them carry out their day to day lives.  

 Over the past three years, they have had attentive 8 

year olds and their teachers learn that with a little bit 

of help, a blind person can: tell time, cook, read, surf 

the internet and use a smart phone.  “Let’s change a 
few minds,” I said.  So we put together a workshop 

proposal entitled:  “Living with Blindness, it’s not what 
you think!”  Doug and Dan had two opportunities to 
present this topic.  A number of “lovers of learning” 
attended to listen, to experience and to ask 

questions.  

Learning did not end with the presentations however.  

From early morning coffee, to flag raising, locating a 

class, or participating in songs, games, skits, Labbers 

learned, and utilized, sighted guide technique, 

orientation skills, the “clock method” on a plate, and 
inclusive adaptations for those individuals with sight 

loss. 
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Along the way, Doug and Dan did change a lot of 

minds, including their own!  Both Veterans had 

preconceived notions about Chatcolab as well.  “I 
thought it was all formal training and possibly kind 

of stuffy”, Doug said.  Both felt that the experience 
was far from this notion.  They found fellow 

Labbers to be warm, friendly, and easy going.  

They felt the information which they provided was 

well received and would be beneficial to 

participants in the future.  Dan’s observation really 
sums up their blind faith experience, “Almost hated 
to leave all the great people.  I would recommend 

to anyone who wants interaction with others and a 

chance to learn something new.”   So, take the first 
step.  Go to Chatcolab.  You might find new 

adventures and meet new friends along the way! 

Tell a dozen people about Chatcolab! 

Marianne Burton, Sequim, WA  

 All is well in the Burton family this summer. I loved 

being at Lab and feeling the energy and warmth of so 

many dear friends, old and new. What a great group 

and meaningful program, a wonderful way to start 

the summer season.  

  

The orchard and garden have kept me busy this year 

with much larger crops than usual (a kitchen counter 

covered in cucumbers attests to that). I have also 

been studying and practicing toward certification as a 

Body Code Practitioner, a form of energy healing. 

That has been a fascinating journey, which most 

recently took me to a training with the founder of the 

method.  

 Erika is loving working at LegoLand in California; 

lucky for her that Grandma lives only a few miles 

away and has a spare room. She is saving money 

to go back to BYU-I in January.  

 Chris keeps busy keeping up with the irrigation 

system, mowing, often, and programming an 

animated game which includes his family 

members as main characters. It is going to be 

great fun, and he's learning a new programming 

language while doing it. He's also become an 

avid genealogist, and counselor for a couple of 

Scout merit badges.  

 I am looking forward to seeing what our Board 

comes up with for the program this year. I'd like 

to challenge everyone to tell a dozen people 

about Chatcolab, which could mean making 

an appointment to meet with the local 

YMCA or Boy & Girls Club or Senior Center 

directors. One of the things that made Lab so 

magic this year for me was the excitement and 

perspectives that came from so many new faces! 

Let's do it again!!!  See you in June 2016, if not 

before! 

CANE POLE FISHING at 2015 

Chatcolab...Chips From Chip 
Chip Tudor, Newport, Washington  

I found a new fishing buddy.  Bevy Larson brought 

cane poles to Chatcolab and we took the young kids 

fishing on Twin Low Lake.  Every day kids came up 

and asked if we were going fishing.  The answer was 

always, “Absolutely.”—Bevy’s 750 Michigan worms 
almost ran out.  Our laughter on that dock echoed 

across the lake each evening.  It was some of the 

best fishing I’ve ever had.  Thanks, Bevy!!!!!!!! 



CHAT CHAT  SUMMER NEWS 
Volume 67  Number 02            Summer  2015  

 

8 

 

EARLY BUSINESS, FRENCH 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE, & RAIDER 

FOOTBALL 
Mike Early, Mulino, Oregon  

 

The Early household has been a very busy place since 

Chatcolab 2015. Three days after arriving home on 

June 19th, Coop and Darren and Jennifer left for the 

Big Island of Hawaii for nine days. They spent their 

time eating, swimming, eating, snorkeling, eating, 

boogy-boarding, eating, driving to green and black 

beaches, eating, looking at fresh lava, eating. Do you 

see a common thread here? Teenage boys need to 

eat! 

While they were away, Mike demolished and rebuilt 

from the ground up a 40-foot deck on the back of his 

parent’s old house. When the Three Musketeers 
arrived home July 2nd from Hawaii, they were just in 

time for the Fourth of July festivities in the nearby 

town of Molalla. Mike announced the parade this year, 

as the man who had done so for the last 50 years had 

laryngitis. That was fun and an opportunity for yet 

another charitable project in which to get involved. 

On the 9th of July, we met and welcomed into our 

home a French foreign-exchange student. Theo 

stayed for three weeks, during which time we 

managed to show him most everything of interest in 

this area. By the time he left on the 27th of July, he 

had become a member of the family and is now 

missed by all of us. 

During Theo’s stay, Mike took Coop to Southern 
Oregon University at Ashland, Oregon for two days of 

Orientation and Registration. Coop is now officially a 

student at that institution and will return August 12th 

to begin five weeks of football training before school 

starts September 28th. 

Speaking of football, at this writing the Early family 

has returned from three days at Baker City, Oregon 

where Coop spent nine days practicing for and then 

playing in the Shrine East-West Football Game. 

Unfortunately, his team lost the game, but only one 

percent of the football players in Oregon get to play 

in that game, so win or lose, it was an honor to be 

asked to play. He had a good time, made a lot of new 

friends and had a good time as we did, watching the 

activities. Until next time, GO RAIDERS! (the SOU team 

name). 

I WANT TO 

GO BACK 

NEXT YEAR! 
Claire Martine-
Benson,  
Elmo, MT 

Thank you for 
letting me go to 
camp.  I really 
liked meeting all 
the other kids 
and the 
teachers.  It was 
fun sleeping in the cabin and I learned how to clean 
up my plate after we ate.  I loved going to Larks and 
fishing with Bevy – she’s cool!  Santa is such a cool 
guy and Auntie Kim is too!  I loved Cheyenne’s 
games.  Marching around camp in our marching band 
was fun.  I want to go back next year and do 
lots of fun things again!   
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Chatcolab is such a wonderful, 

inexpensive, educational vacation for 

families | Kim Maes, Cheyenne, WY   

It is hard for 
me to verbally 
express what 
attending 
Chatcolab with 
my family has 
meant to me 
over the years.  
Ten years ago 

I began attending Chatcolab and I had the 
opportunity to bring along 4 of my nieces ages 5, 
7, 8 and 16, and my daughter age 15 that first 
year.  In the beginning, my nieces were very shy, 
but that doesn’t last long at lab.  With gentle 
encouragement from other lab participants, the 
girls were soon participating in everything.  My 
daughter, oldest niece and another young lady 
their age wowed the group with a rendition of 
“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” during an evening 
activity.  We were all surprised because they had 
been practicing all week without anyone knowing.  
That first year was such a great experience for us, 
that we have been back many times.  The girls 
have all grown so much because of their lab 
experiences, two of them have taught minors and 
the two youngest now 15 and 17 were the camp 
photographers this past year.  Also, this past year, 
I was so lucky to share Chatcolab with my mom, 4 
nieces and 2 nephews.  Chatcolab is such a 
wonderful, inexpensive, educational vacation for 
our family.  The values taught and the experience 
of participating in such a wonderful program over 
the years has been life changing for me and my 
family.     

 

 

 

MOSS Recognized as GREAT! 
Gregg Fizzell, McCall, Idaho    

McCall Outdoor Science School wins award - I am 

very proud of the faculty, staff and students that 

make MOSS an internationally recognized program! 
http://www.uidaho.edu/newsevents/item?name=mccall-outdoor-

science-school-receives-national-stem-education-award 

Colorado to New York...Growing 

Up WILD Workshops 
Elaine Sturges, Truxton, New York  

Greetings Chatcolabbers: I now live in a beautiful log home on 

our 162 acre forest property with my husband here in rural 

New York State - about 16 miles east of Cortland, New York 

and about a 1/2 hour drive south of Syracuse, New York. I've 

been living here for 3 years and have made many friends.  

 

A young child’s connection with nature can be as simple as 
sitting under a tree, listening to the chirping of crickets, or 
planting a bean seed. Spending time in nature has many 
positive benefits. Children who have opportunities to play and 
learn in nature are more likely to: 

 Handle challenges and problems more capably.  
 Act responsibly toward the earth and each other.  
 Be more physically active and aware of nutrition, and 

less likely to be obese.  
 Have a greater appreciation of the arts, music, history, 

and literature.  
 Choose science or a related field for careers.  
 Become better-informed and environmentally-aware 

adults.  

I'm facilitating Growing Up WILD workshops for SUNY 

Cortland Education students each semester and having lots of 

fun presenting nature programs with area kindergarten classes 

at local elementary schools! Our local elementary school was 

recently closed by the central school district and a group of us 

are working hard writing a charter school application to try and 

get an agriculture and environmental focused charter school 

going here in our small rural community! Best wishes, 

Chattcolabbers!  More info at: http://www.projectwild.org/aboutus.htm  and 

http://www.projectwild.org/growingupwild/sendmail/order.htm 

http://www.uidaho.edu/newsevents/item?name=mccall-outdoor-science-school-receives-national-stem-education-award
http://www.uidaho.edu/newsevents/item?name=mccall-outdoor-science-school-receives-national-stem-education-award
https://www.linkedin.com/e/v2?e=1at3dn-idano0xl-44&t=npv&midToken=AQE-WG2DiD6PHQ&tracking=eml-comm_mebc-b-name-1to1email&ek=mebc_snackified_01&memberID=210799553
http://www.projectwild.org/aboutus.htm
http://www.projectwild.org/growingupwild/sendmail/order.htm
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FIRST CHIPS FROM YOUR "2016" 

CHAIR! Sarah Tudor, Newport, WA 
 

Shortly after 

Chatcolab a friend 

asked me, “What 
did you do this 

year?”  So, I told 
her:  “I made a 
flirty apron.”  “I ate 
a dried African 

worm.”  “I sang new songs.”  “I met people from ten 

states and Canada.”  “I visited with old friends.”  “I 
made a collage.”  “I had my fortune read.”  “I played 
Indian Hoops, Charades and Jacks.”  “I met a baby 
named Fern.”  “I laughed until my sides ached.”  I ate 
some homemade biscotti.”  I attended a talent show.”  
“ I talked with Santa.”  Etc., etc., etc.  What an 
exhausting, but grand week it was. 

I am sending a picture of a butterfly since Chatcolab 

was instrumental in getting Chip and me interested in 

them, it seems very appropriate.  Since last year we 

have visited two butterfly emporiums and have 

another on the schedule in Phoenix this coming 

winter. (This picture was taken in Tucson.) The 

metamorphosis that happens at Chatcolab is an 

amazing experience, we who have taken flight, know 

the magic that it can create!  

Now, we are planning for Chatcolab 2016.  The board 

meeting is September 19 at the Carver home in 

Moscow, Idaho.  Everyone is welcome, but if you are 

coming, you must let the Carvers know so they can 

amply prepare.  I also encourage anyone who has an 

idea for a lab to write a proposal (the form can 

be found at www.chatcolab.com)  and submit it 

for the board’s consideration.  Chatcolab, 2016 will be 
June 11-17.  When you make your plans for next 

year, be sure to include Chatcolab…you will be happy 
you did! 

LAST CHIPS FROM YOUR "2015" 

CHAIR! Nel Carver, Moscow, Idaho 

 
 With all the great ideas, 

new friendships, and fun 

times of Chatcolab 2015 

behind us, I hope many 

of us have made a splash 

and created ripples in our 

communities.   

We had a super turnout 

with some fantastic presenters on a wide variety of topics and 

great participation this year.  We had a total of 71 full time 

participants plus 9 who stopped in for one or two workshops.   

We had labbers from 10 states and 2 from Canada.   Idaho 

had the most with 30, 10 from Montana, 9 each from 

Oregon and Washington, 8 from Utah,  6 from Wyoming, 

 2 each from California and Michigan, 1 each from 

Wisconsin and New Mexico and 2 from BC, Canada.   We 

had 3 children under five, 19 elementary and high 

schoolers, 8 from ages 18 to 25, 8 ages 26-45, 28 from 46 

to 64 and 14 over 65.  

Along with the good mix of ages, our labbers came to us from 

all walks of life from students to college professor, business 

owner, pilot, bus driver, youth leader, professional clown, 

homemaker, and many more proving we all benefit from 

leadership training at all ages and stages.   

Keep making those Splashes and creating those Ripples. 

See you at Chatcolab 2016. 

The Board Meeting is open to all labbers, and friends of 

course, in Moscow, Idaho and is a Mini-Chat. You are 

welcome to Join Us,  just lets us know your coming; look  

forward to seeing all of you soon... 

 

Nel Carver, 2015 Chair, 1668 Appaloosa Road, Moscow, ID 

83843 | 208-883-1533 | E-mail: carver.bobnel@gmail.com 

 

http://www.chatcolab.com/
mailto:carver.bobnel@gmail.com
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LEADERSHIP Moments...  

BRINGING VIRTUES TO LIFE 
Sally Heard, RPCV Botswana, Great Falls, 

Montana   

[Thanks to Sally Heard, 2015  All Lab Presenter, 

for your words of wisdom from the Virtues  

Project] 

The Virtues Project™ is a global grassroots 
initiative to inspire the practice of virtues in 

everyday life, sparking a global revolution of 

kindness, justice, and integrity in more than 100 

countries through Facilitators, Master Facilitators, 

Champions and Virtues Connections. 

The Virtues Project empowers individuals to live 

more authentic meaningful lives, families to raise 

children of compassion and integrity, educators to 

create safe, caring, and high performing learning 

communities, and leaders to encourage excellence 

and ethics in the work place. It has inspired and 

mobilized people worldwide to commit acts of 

service and generosity, to heal violence with 

virtues. 

Virtues are the very meaning and purpose of our 

lives, the content of our character and the truest 

expression of our souls. For people of all cultures, 

ethnicities and beliefs, they are the essence of 

authentic success. 

 

Virtue means power, strength, inner quality. Virtues 

are the content of our character, the elements of 

the human spirit. They grow stronger whenever we 

use them.  As a six year old once said,  

“Virtues are what’s good about us.” 

What are your Virtues? There is a list of 100 

Virtues on line; and 52 (one for each week of the 

year ) in the 2015 Chatcolab Notebook...  

As a Leader you are Invited to focus us on:  

Love.  Kindness.  Justice.  Service.  Respect. 

This next week ponder these questions:  

A) Focus on a Question or an issue in your 

life at this time. Open yourself to discernment of 

the best way forward. In the light of Love, 

Kindness, Justice, Service and Respect.  If these 

don't work write down your own virtues or 

download VIRTUES: The Gifts of Character (PDF).   

B) Contemplate these five aspects of Virtues. 

CORE VIRTUE -  Identify the core virtue that applies 

in this situation. One that is at the heart of the 

matter. 

GUIDING VIRTUE - Pick the virtue you can rely on 

and set your direction.  

STRENGTH VIRTUE - This is the virtue you can rely 

on to keep you strong and purposeful.  

CHALLENGE VIRTUE - This is the Growth virtue you 

will need to cultivate in order to succeed. You need to 

remain mindful to practice this virtue. 

SUSTAINING VIRTUE - This is the virtue that will 

support you to go the distance as you resolve the 

issue.  

C) Hold these virtues in mind for at least a 

week. Practice them mindfully, and journal 

your results.  

The Virtues Project began with an idea -- that all 

children are born with the virtues in potential, and 

that when parents and educators awaken these 

gifts of character, we can change the world.  Think 

about it!  

Reference  

Global Citizens: https://www.globalcitizens.org/ 
Sally Heard: https://www.facebook.com/sally.heard.73?pnref=story 
The Virtues Project: http://www.virtuesproject.com/ 
Virtues The Gift of Character: 
http://www.virtuesproject.com/Pdf/100Virtueshandout.pdf 

https://www.globalcitizens.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sally.heard.73?pnref=story
http://www.virtuesproject.com/
http://www.virtuesproject.com/Pdf/100Virtueshandout.pdf
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RECREATION  Insights!  

Horses, Heritage, Health 

(BioScience) & scHolarship at 

Montana State! 
Todd Kesner, Bozeman, Montana 

 

CHAT CHAT wanted 

to know what kinds 

of cool Montana 

Outdoor Recreation 

leaders are cooking 

up in 2015?  So we 

contacted Todd 

Kesner, Ag & Natural Resources Coordinator & 

Interim 4-H Center Director at Montana State 

University to explore their current leadership 

efforts!  

Q - What is new and exciting at Montana 

State University that will change our future? 

Montana State University is continually gaining 

national prominence in the area of biomedicine and 

health, engineering, agriculture, and the 

environment.  Montana State University’s research 
enterprise closed out another strong year with a 

long list of scientific discoveries, new partnerships 

and major accomplishments. Students benefitted 

from the university’s research activity by receiving 
$9.2 million in direct support, ranging from 

teaching and research assistantships to outright 

scholarships. Research is a major form of student 

support at MSU, comparable to federal Pell Grants 

which provided $14.1 million during the last year. 

That exposure to research helped three students 

win Goldwater Scholarships, the nation’s premier 
math, natural sciences and engineering scholarship 

for undergraduates and raised MSU’s Goldwater 
total to 64, placing it in the top five public 

universities in the nation and ahead of private 

universities such as Yale and Johns Hopkins. 

Among biomedical and health accomplishments at 

MSU in the past year: 

 The National Institutes of Health awarded MSU 

$5.4 million to enhance its research into 

emerging infectious diseases and diseases 

spread from animals to humans. 

 The National Institutes of Health awarded MSU 

$10.7 million to fund its Center for Health 

Equity Research, which will look for ways to 

provide better healthcare to rural Montanans. 

 Ed Schmidt, professor in MSU’s Department of 
Microbiology and Immunology, published his 

discoveries about a backup antioxidant system 

that helps sustain the liver when it is damaged. 

 MSU graduate student Alayna Caffrey, also in 

MSU’s Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology, published her discovery of a 

molecule important in fighting lung infections. 

Photo and caption at: http://www.montana.edu/cpa/news/pressroom.php?id=15678 

MSU also has one of the finest films schools in the 

nation including a Masters Degree in Science and 

Natural History Filmmaking (SNHF) to train 

students with formal education and experience in 

science, engineering, or technology to become 

professional filmmakers.   Many go on to produce 

documentaries and independent films. 

http://www.montana.edu/cpa/news/pressroom.php?id=15678
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Q - Tell us something about science, 

recreation, and leadership in 4-H, and at 

Montana State University. 

BioScience Montana: 

Through a grant from the National Institutes of 

Health, Montana 4-H offers BioScience Montana, an 

immersive health sciences project for high school-

aged Montana 4-H'ers. 

BioScience Montana helps Montana teens prepare 

for careers and studies in the health sciences and 

biomedical research.  4-H students from 

throughout Montana, along with adult team 

leaders, are chosen to participate each year. 

Students will be introduced to: 

 Hands-on science and research projects 

about how the brain makes choices, how 

scientists deal with infectious diseases, the 

connections between nutrition and health, 

and more 

 Careers and studies in health science-

related fields 

 Digital media and social networking 

technologies 

The year-long program begins in August when 

students spend an immersive week on the MSU-

Bozeman campus, studying alongside faculty and 

students. Upon returning to their home 

communities, students spend the remainder of the 

school year fully engaged in experiments and 

science challenges. Participants will also use 

interactive technologies to communicate with one 

another, to connect with MSU student mentors, 

and to present what they have learned to family, 

schools and the statewide 4-H community. 

 

Emma Carlson, 13, swabs her family horse Annie, while 

her sister Elizabeth, 15, watches. They were 

demonstrating techniques they used to gather samples 

of mucus for their science project. 

Students participate in teams of 4-6 people plus 

one adult leader; nine teams from throughout  

Montana are selected to participate each year.  All 

participants share real-world research results that 

help their families and communities. 

BioScience Montana is made possible by Science 

Education Partnership Award (SEPA) funding from 

the National Institutes of Health (NIH) awarded to 

Montana State University's Extended University, 

Montana 4-H Center for Youth Development, and 

the MSU Departments of Cell Biology and 

Neuroscience, Chemistry and Biochemistry, and 

Immunology and Infectious Diseases.  

MSU Outdoor Recreation Program: 

MSU’s Outdoor Recreation Program offers courses 
in kayaking, stand up paddle boards, and 

swiftwater rescue training. 
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4-H Horse Packing Project: 

The 4-H Horse Packing Project has been updated 

and improved through a new pilot project in 

Gallatin County.  The primary focus of the program 

is to teach safe and efficient methods for 

recreational packing on horses and mules.  

Instruction includes packing manties and panniers, 

balancing cargo loads, hitches to pack stock, how 

to quarter and pack elk, fitting pack saddles, stock 

care and camping setup, trail etiquette, safety for 

stock and rider, first aid and communication, and 

more.  The project concludes with a summer 

community service packing trip to improve Forest 

Service back country facilities. 

Q - What is on the horizon for Outdoor 

Recreation & Natural Resource Education in 

the Pacific Northwest? 

With faculty moving on to new positions, the 

Montana 4-H Center is dramatically understaffed.  

This shortage of human resources has placed a 

heavy burden on those remaining in the 4-H Center 

and new and innovative programming has suffered.  

But this challenge also brings opportunity.  Over 

the next six months, faculty and administrative 

support positions will be advertised with some 

having an emphasis on Outdoor Education and 

Natural Resources.  Building a team of professional 

to address current needs and plan for future 

programming offers exciting possibilities.  

Q - What Natural Resource, Recreation, and 

Leadership topics are you researching and 

why? 

The 4-H Western Heritage Project: Hands-on 

History 

The 4-H Western Heritage Project is a combination 

of 4-H shooting sports and a study of frontier 

America from 1860 to 1900.  Youth dress in period 

correct attire and compete in shooting competitions 

with 1800 style firearms.  History knowledge is 

assessed through interviews and written exams 

with scores added to shooting sports – all 

contributing to a final score.  Therefore, it is not 

always strictly the best shooter who wins a contest. 

Impact research in the project has coined a new 

term entitled “participatory living history” or 

plh where 4-H members become living historians 

through experiential learning.  Research indicates 

that the once boring subject of history has become 

exciting to youth exposed to plh learning 

approaches.  Youth in the project report:  

 A significant increase in “liking” history 
(particularly those who entered the project with 

negative views about learning history). 

 A significant increase in their perceived 

importance of learning history. 

 Feeling a relevant connection to the past and 

can relate to Old West lifestyles. 

 Having more in-depth conversations with elders 

in their life.  
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 Reading more printed materials in historical 

topics.  

 Showing a greater interest in museums and 

historic sites.  

 Favoring hands-on teaching methods when 

learning history that include activities, wearing 

period clothing, role playing, picking topics 

important to them, and allowing for creativity.  

 Feeling a caring and enthusiastic 4-H leader 

inspires them to learn more about history. 

Since its introduction in Montana, the project has 

expanded to Missouri, Texas, Oregon, Colorado, 

Idaho, Kansas, Alabama, and Oklahoma with more 

states requesting training each year.  Two National 

4-H Western Heritage Conferences and 

Championship have taken place thus far.  The 2014 

event was held in Virginia City, MT and the 2015 

event told place in Springfield, MO at the end of 

July.  Each conference contained two days of 

historical tours and workshops and concluded with 

the National Championship Shoot. 

Competitors at the Second Annual National 4-H 

Western Heritage Conference and Championship 

Shoot in Springfield, Missouri July 29 – August 1, 

2015. 

Q - What would surprise us about The 

Montana 4-H Center, Leadership, and 

Montana State University? 

While we are a rural state with a small population 

base, Montana 4-H prides itself on providing 

innovative youth programming in many non-

traditional projects.  Traditional 4-H is going strong, 

but so are programming initiatives that attract new 

and diverse audiences.  International programming 

is robust with dozens of countries collaborating 

with the Montana 4-H Center for on behalf of 

inbound and outbound students.  With seven 

American Indian reservations within the state, 

programming for Native American youth continues 

to grow. 

Montana State University sets new enrollment 

records each semester and new laboratories and 

dormitories are under construction.  Others have 

just been completed.  MSU and the Montana 4-H 

Center is both dynamic and thriving. 

If you have questions please contact:  

Todd Kesner, Interim Director,  

Montana 4-H Center for Youth Development, 

206 Taylor Hall, MSU, P.O. Box 173580 

Bozeman, MT 59717-3580 Office:  

406-994-6816 | Cell: 406-451-1207  

Fax: 406-994-5417 |  

E-mail: tkesner@montana.edu 

Reference  

4-H Western Heritage Project: http://www.4-

hwesternheritageproject.org/ 

Montana 4-H Center: http://www.montana4h.org/ 

Montana 4-H Horse Project: http://montana4h.org/#project:11 

Montana State University: http://www.montana.edu/ 

mailto:tkesner@montana.edu
http://www.4-hwesternheritageproject.org/
http://www.4-hwesternheritageproject.org/
http://www.montana4h.org/
http://montana4h.org/#project:11
http://www.montana.edu/
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I AM HAPPY RECREATING 

BECAUSE... 
Jean Baringer, Conrad, Montana  

 

...I love to see smiles on people's faces. 

...I love to travel to new places. 

...I like watching people catch the spirit when they 
sing happy songs, I can hear it.  

...We make new friends. 

...It's a circle of loving that never ends. 

...It is a way to express ourselves.  

...It is refreshing. 

...It allows self expression. 

...It makes me laugh and I love to laugh.  

...It is full of exciting people with interesting 
thoughts which make me grow. 

...It is an opportunity to SHARE together. 

...It is a great way to make new friends.  

...I can be me and no one expects me to be me 
anyone else. 

...I'm SHARING with people I would never 
otherwise meet.  

TO BE CONTINUED... 

The CHAT- CHAT Newsletter Submission 
Deadline is: August 15, & October 15, 2015; 

February 15, 2016. Send your contributions of 300 
words or less, pictures, or ideas; or best practices 
about leadership, recreation, or your Chatcolab 

experiences past, present or future; interviews with 
former labbers; ATTACHED as a Word document 

to Kevin Laughlin, CHAT CHAT Editor: 
kevinlaughlin@peoplepc.com   or mail to:  

 

AFTER THE FIRES - Take A Hike to 

Explore the Outcomes! 
Kevin Laughlin, Boise, Idaho   

 

It's a reality, in the West we have five seasons; 

winter, spring, summer, fire, and fall.  It’s bummer to 
think about the hundreds of thousands of acres that 

are blackened in the region each year.  But it's 

important to keep in mind wildfires are a natural part 

of the life cycles of the forest, range, and mountain 

regions of our states.  

 

There are plenty of unburned, new and old burn 

zones out there that prove the beauty of those areas, 

...and that they can come back.   

Nature does regenerate over time! Recent Idaho burn 

zones like the Elk & Pony complex in Elmore County, 

Gold Pan complex in Idaho County or Beaver Creek 

Fire in Sun Valley in 2013  are no longer off limits. 

There are plenty of other hiking options.  For 2015, 

it'll take time, but it'll heal. Watching the healing 

happen is amazing and educational.  Don’t wait to go 

yourself, or take your children to the edges…and 
watch what happens! 

But before you think of indulging that impulse, note 

anyone caught violating the fire closure order is 

subject to a misdemeanor charge that carries up to 6 

months in jail and a $5,000 fine. None of the closed 

mailto:kevinlaughlin@peoplepc.com
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trails will be reopened until 

Forest Service; BLM or state 

personnel can get out and 

walk them themselves. 

Before state and federal land 

managers open them back up, people will be in there 

doing safety checks.  Hopefully September and 

October gentle rains, snow, cooler temperatures and 

higher humidity can speed the process by squelching 

whatever is left of our 2015 fire season. 

But heavy downpours on denuded hillsides could 

wash away sections of trail or bury them in rocks and 

dirt.  A list of fire-related hazards for hikers, includes 

loose rocks, fallen logs, ash pits, stump holes and 

snags, which are old dead trees that may have 

partially burned, leaving them prone to collapse. Then 

there are “widowmakers,” wildland firefighter lingo for 
branches on fire-damaged trees that can fall off and 

kill you. When the trails do open back up, hikers well 

need to pay extra attention to their surroundings. 

Experts suggest, just wandering off the trail is not a 

good idea any time!  After a fire it can prove deadly.  

When your Pacific Northwest land managers give the 

“all clear” this fall to get hiking you may want to think 

about how your community can help — to restore 

federal and state trail systems that you ‘most’ 
frequent.  Some of the fire damaged areas have not 

burned in over 150 years; others are part of last 

year's over 1 million acre burn.   

Hiking safely in the wake of 

wildfires means 

incorporating a few NEW 

rules into your repertoire:  

 

 Stay on trails where possible, since burned 
vegetation is fragile. When a trail disappears in a 
severely charred area, follow the path of least 
resistance, which is likely the trail bed.  

 Avoid streambeds and steep slopes during rain. 
The lack of vegetation means there will be heavy 
runoff, flash floods, and mudslides.  

 Be cautious when walking around burned-out 
stumps since the trees' root systems burned as 
well, creating hidden, and ankle-twisting cavities 
below the surface.  

 Don't expect to use old watering holes. A lack of 
shady canopy raises evaporation rates, so creeks 
and rivers may dry up.  

 Watch for falling trees, the biggest postfire 
hazard. Be careful about choosing campsites and 
sites for rest stops so you don't get flattened if 
the wind kicks up. This threat lingers long after 
the fire's passing. "Our magic number here is 
seven," says Karen Linford, recreation staff officer 
for the Lolo National Forest in Idaho and 
Montana, "meaning that 7 years after a fire, it all 
starts blowing down."  

Questions to ponder with Youth on the trail 
concerning Fire.  (These ideas come from a superb 
U.S. Forest Service publication After the Fire: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/science-update-
15.pdf ) 

1. How do fire patterns differ among forests, range, 
and sagebrush steppe? 

2. What happens in nature above ground, below 
ground, in the air, and in streams after a fire? 

3. Do insect outbreaks increase after fire? 

4. Are burned lands more likely to burn again in 
Idaho? 

5. Wildlife and Fire…what happens next?  

6. How does fire affect wood quality? 

7. How does postfire logging, grazing, recreation 
affect the ecosystem? 

8. Planning for postfire management…what do you 
think we should do now?  

[This is an updated version of an article written  by Laughlin in 2013; After The Fires – Take A Hike 

with Your Children to Explore the Outcomes! Idaho Nursery & Landscape Association, Taproot, 

September/October, p 18,19 & 22.  Available at: http://www.inlagrow.org/] 

http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/science-update-15.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/science-update-15.pdf
http://www.inlagrow.org/
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Chatcolab Executive Board Contact Information 2015-2016 

Chair: Sarah Tudor, 3965 LeClerc Rd. S., Newport, Washington, 99156 | 928-210-7630 & 928-210-7656 | grandmat8@yahoo.com 

Vice Chair :  Kryn Matlock, P.O. Box 1415,  Big Timber, Montana, 59011 | 406-930-5796 | krynmmatlock@gmail.com 

Program Chair: Nel Carver, 1668 Appaloosa Rd, Moscow, Idaho, 83843 | 208-883-1533 | carver.bobnel@gmail.com  

Secretary: Mike Early 16362 S. Valley Rd, Mulino, Oregon, 97042 | 503-632-7672 & 503-708-0018 | michaeleearly@aol.com 

Member: Crystal (Kiba) Norlin, 300 S.W. Goodnight Rd #37, Corvallis, Oregon, 97333 | 541-752-0659 |  kibaofthewillamette@yahoo.com 

Member: B.J. Kreiter, 23404 NE Weakly Rd., Camas, Washington, 98607 | 360-834-9087 | bjkreiter@hotmail.com 

Member: Valarie Duffy, 11180 Ripley Ct. Boise, Idaho,  83713 | 208-901-4517 | Duffy425@yahoo.com  

Member: Preston Sorensen, 3188 N 400 W. Pleasant View, Utah 84087 | 801--529-2727 |  

Member: Debra Gillett, 11263 5th Ave, Seattle. Washington, 98168 | 206-244-4914 | Gillett5@msn.com  

Member(Alt): Ann Easterly, 15057 S. Clackamas River Dr. , Oregon City, Oregon, 97045 | 503-656-7159 | anotter25@yahoo.com   

Registered Agent: Nel Carver, Moscow, Idaho (see above)  

Chatcolab is a Federal 501 3 (c) Non-Profit and Idaho State Non-Profit Corporation. It was reorganized in 1969. Additional corporation 
documents are available at: http://www.accessidaho.org/public/sos/corp/C40921.html 

What is Chatcolab?  

Chatcolab is a Pacific Northwest blend of the recreation laboratory ideas born in the early thirties at 

Waldenwoods, Michigan and an older model for education the "Chautauqua" from New York.  2016 will be the 

68th year for this Idaho based leadership laboratory and non-profit corporation.  This lab developed out of the 

College of Forestry [Now College of Natural Resources] at the University of Idaho and a Presbyterian 

minister’s vision in 1949. It is focused on leadership education in a natural resource setting using recreation as 

a framework. It serves 13 western states.  It is slow paced and reflective....families come with adults who wish 

to learn recreational leadership and continue their lifelong learning in an atmosphere of sharing. 

A balanced mix of recreational professionals, academic experts, support staff and youth volunteers always 

makes for the best lab and stimulating interaction.  Over the years Western Cooperative Extension Directors 

and 4-H have used this leadership lab for the professional development for volunteers, staff and faculty. Girl 

Scouts, Parks & Recreation, Corrections, Counselors, Social Service providers, Ministers, Camp Directors and 

Senior Center Program directors also come to this lab from across the west. 

Chatcolab is one of the Pacific Northwest's remaining Chautauqua's! It offers a 'Legacy of Leadership'! 

Chautauqua is an adult education movement in the United States, highly popular in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. Chautauqua assemblies expanded and spread throughout rural America until the Mid-1920s. The 

Chautauqua brought entertainment and culture for the whole community, with speakers, teachers, musicians, 

entertainers, preachers and specialists of the day. Former U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt is quoted as 

saying that Chautauqua is "The most American thing in America." 

mailto:grandmat8@yahoo.com
mailto:krynmmatlock@gmail.com
mailto:carver.bobnel@gmail.com
mailto:michaeleearly@aol.com
mailto:kibaofthewillamette@yahoo.com
mailto:bjkreiter@hotmail.com
mailto:Duffy425@yahoo.com
mailto:Gillett5@msn.com
mailto:anotter25@yahoo.com
http://www.accessidaho.org/public/sos/corp/C40921.html



